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Editor's Note: Hopefully you
are refreshed from a relaxing
summer and energized to
Integrity – Where Values and Trust Meet
(Richard H. Ryder, 2017)

What role does integrity play in the mind of a leader? Is the
demonstration of integrity situational? How do you know if a person
has integrity? What roles do values and trust play in the perception
of integrity? These are questions for everyone, most especially for

make a difference in this new
Masonic year. The Maven’s
Journal can help. This month
you will learn why integrity is
an integral part of a leader’s
character. A multi-part series
on architecture and Masonry
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this way: A person of integrity is one who has established a system
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we can still share a set of values. This is especially true among
Freemasons, who commit to the same tenets when we take our
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But, at a minimum, there are certain values that masons and nonmasons should share. They include, but are not limited to,
compassion, fairness, honesty, kindness, loyalty, openness,
respect, responsibility, service, and trustworthiness. If any of us are
in positions of leadership within the fraternity, then we need to
always practice integrity in our relationship with others. Failure to do
so means a degradation of our effectiveness; but most importantly it
diminishes the respect we hope to earn from others.
How many times have you been in a situation where you are faced
with a dilemma on how to act? One voice guides you toward the
convenient solution; the one where others may suffer, but you go
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away unscathed. Or maybe your decision retains your image and
reputation, but at the expense of someone else’s. All of us know
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recently met with Wor.
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Brother Gagne to discuss
his life and journey to the
Oriental chair, his
successes, and his
recommendations to new
Masters.
Born in Waterville, Maine
in 1983, Wor. Brother
Gagne grew up in
Oakland, Maine with his
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said to have been started on the second day of the second month of
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Dummies, was situated where Abraham was commanded by God to
sacrifice his son, Isaac. The Temple was twice destroyed - first by
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the Babylonians in 587 B.C. and later by the Romans.
King David’s Instruction to Solomon
I Chronicles 22 of the Old Testament tells us that King David desired
to build a temple to the most-high God, but because he “hast shed
much blood upon the earth”, the job of building the temple fell upon
Solomon, his son and successor. David instructs Solomon to build
the temple and proceeds to allocate “a hundred thousand talents
[3,000 tons] of gold, a thousand-thousand [300,000 tons] talents of
silver, and of brass and iron without weight; for it is in abundance;
timber also and stone I have prepared”. Also, “there are workmen

The Word
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with thee in abundance, hewers and workers of stone and timber,
and all manner of cunning men for every manner of work. Of the
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The Encyclopedia of
Freemasonry, by Albert G.
MacKey and Charles T.M.
Clenachan, define obligation
as, “The solemn promise
made by a Mason on his
admission into any

degree”. Derived from the
Latin word obligatio, meaning
tying or binding, it is the
obligation “that makes the
Mason”.
MacKey and Clenachan go on
to say, “Before the ceremony,
there is no tie that binds the
candidate to the Order so as
to make him a part of it; after
the ceremony, the tie has
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candidate becomes at once a
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Wardens, especially, look toward the East to form impressions of

negative, forbidding action.
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lodges. They will look to you for inspiration. They will view you as a
model, either positive or negative, and as a barometer of lodge
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decide if being a senior officer is worth the effort. They are in the
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formative years in their journey to the oriental chair. Do they see
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spoken to God, the uttered
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No one is more under a microscope in a lodge than the Master. You
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man. For this reason it is said

you do, inside and outside the walls of the lodge room. You WILL

that the obligation makes the
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can readily distinguish between a Master who puts in the time and
effort to excel, and stumbles now and then; and a master who is just
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warming a seat without dedication to his responsibilities.
Being a Master is more than a role; it is a responsibility, a profound
responsibility to do more than manage daily events. You are, first
and foremost, a leader. As such you have the power, by example,
to positively direct the hearts and minds of every member, to inspire
line officers, and strengthen the lodge for several years. You
worked hard to gain the trust of the membership, so demonstrate, in
everything you do, the leadership those members sought and
deserve.

What did he say?
Click HERE to continue reading.
Richard H. Ryder, 2017

“When I have integrity, my
words and my deeds match
up. I am who I am, no
matter where I am or who I
am with.”
John C. Maxwell –
Leadership expert,
speaker, and author

Attract and Retain
The Applicant Interview
Richard H. Ryder, 2017

Introduction
The decision to admit an
applicant into lodge
membership is one that should
not be made lightly; it must be
done with careful thought and
an informed understanding of
the man. Freemasonry is not
a club; it is a respected
fraternity of morally upright,
like minded men who seek to
improve themselves and their
community without regard to
personal gain. Our job, as
Masons, is to ensure that the
tenets of our profession and
the image of Freemasonry are
not compromised by admitting
men who have something
other than the interests of
Freemasonry in mind.
Click HERE to continue
reading.
Richard H. Ryder, 2017

Coming Attractions
Part two of Solomon's Temple
with an overview of the

destruction of The Temple,
the significant of the area
where The Temple existed,
and the men responsible
for its construction. Also, a
new series called “Looking
Toward the East” helps
officers assess their
responsibilities as stepping
stones toward the Oriental
chair.
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